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happened at Denshawai when a party of English officers
went pigeon-shooting there the year before last. The in-
habitants complained and memorialized ; but they obtained
no redress: the law failed them in their hour of need. So
one leading family of pigeon farmers, Mahfoux by name,
despaired of the law; and its head, Hassan Mahfouz, aged 60,
made up his mind not to submit tamely to a repetition of
the outrage. Also, British officers were ordered not to
shoot pigeons in the villages without the consent of the
Omdeh, or headman, though nothing was settled as to
what might happen to the Omdeh if he ventured to refuse.
Fancy the feelings of Denshawai when on the I3th of
fune last there drove to the village four khaki-clad British
officers with guns, one of them being a shooter of the year
before, accompanied by one other officer on horseback, and
also by a dragoman and an Ombashi, or police official I The
oriental blood of Hassan Mahfouz boiled; and he warned
them that they would not be allowed to shoot pigeons; but
as they did not understand his language, the warning had
no effect. They sent their dragoman to ask the Orndeh*s
permission to shoot; but the Omdeh was away ; and all the
interpreter could get from the Omdeh's deputy, who knew
better than to dare an absolute refusal, was the pretty obvious
reply that they might shoot if they went far enough away
from the village. On the strength of this welcome, they
went from 100 to 300 yards away from the houses (these
distances were afterwards officially averaged at 500 yards),
and began shooting the villagers* pigeons. The villagers
remonstrated and finally seized the gun of the youngest
officer. It went off in the struggle, and wounded three men
and the wife of one Abd-el-Nebi, a young man of 25.
Now the lady, though, as it turned out, only temporarily
disabled by a charge of pigeon shot in the softest part of
her person, gave herself up for dead ; and the feeling in the
village was much as if our imaginary Chinese officers, on
being interfered with in their slaughter of turkeys, had
killed an English farmer's wife. Abd-el-Nebi, her husband,